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Having been brought up in his fathers photographic studio James worked from 
an early age photographing commercial and private work for clients and despite 
his legal qualifications (and his fathers wishes) maintained his ambition to work 

in the industry in to which he had been born. 
 

With this in mind James undertook the NCTJ Photojournalism course at Darlington 
College in 2005 that he passed with distinction thus securing his first job in the 
newspapers as a Photojournalist at the Dewsbury Reporter. 

 
Thanks to an open minded editor James was allowed to continue to both write 

and take photo’s for the paper for which he was eventually nominated for 
several awards within the newspaper industry. 
 

In 2007 James was made Commercial Photographic Manager of the Newcastle 
Chronicle, pioneering the first ever Commercial Photographic department for the 

Trinity Mirror Group allowing them to offer bespoke commercial PR work for 
external businesses wishing to use the PR services immediately linked to a 
publishing house. 

 
In 2008 James was head hunted by a top ten Korean conglomerate, ‘Hanwha 

Group’ to handle the PR for their overseas contracts and so upped sticks to 
Seoul for a one year tenure and the job of a life time! 
 

James has now returned to his native North East and has established Studio 
Tristan Media in parallel with his family photographic business that has already 

seen 37 years of success locally, nationally and abroad and hopes that this 
development will continue to provide the excellent service for which the Studio 
Tristan name has been famed for across the years. 

 

 

James Chisholm, the founder of Studio Tristan Media 
graduated from Northumbria University’s school of law in 

2001 and immediately began working for NewsPrints as 
their in-house contracts manager & sales advisor. Here he 

assisted in securing over 300 UK newspapers to the 
company’s bespoke online photo sales system and gained 
vast insight into the marketing and saleability of the 

assets held by the newspapers and their client in 
advertising and advertorial. 

 


